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Detroit: Gale, Literature Resource Center. Whenever a character attempts to change fate, this is ironic to an
audience who knows that the tragic outcome of the story - as they know it in the myth - cannot be avoided.
The readers should feel sympathy and fear toward the main character. They both have been developed with a
strong Plot and Characters. Moreover, no amount of foresight or preemptive action could remedy Oedipus'
hamartia; unlike other tragic heroes, Oedipus bears no responsibility for his flaw. His dynamic and
multifaceted character emotionally bonds the audience; his tragic flaw forces the audience to fear for him,
without losing any respect; and his horrific punishment elicits a great sense of pity from the audience. Second,
Oedipus himself and the Chorus both note that Oedipus will continue after the tragedy's conclusion. The
character is in turn supported by the thought and language. Regarding the former, Oedipus has no clear vision
in the sense that he is short sighted in his approach to things. A tragic hero suffers because of his hamartia, a
Greek word that is often mistakenly translated as "tragic flaw" but really means "mistake". He must be "better
than we are," a man who is superior to the average man in some way. Oedipus ignores his words and is blind
to the truth until he discovers that it is he who corrupts the city. The protagonist, Oedipus, is a strong leader, a
righteous king and a famous man for his heroics making his grievous fall from grace that much more dramatic
and emotional for the audience Instead of contemplating on the matter presented to him with a sense of
objectivity or seeking clairvoyance from one wiser than he, Oedipus acts on mere half-knowledge, which can
be understood as a contributor to his ultimate downfall. Again, Oedipus attains a second kind of nobility,
albeit a false one. The first and most important is the plot, which is what all the other points are based on. The
audience fears for Oedipus because nothing he does can change the tragedy's outcome. But the terms whereby
Aristotle defines character in Greek tragedy are slightly harder to work out where is the hubris of Oedipus?
Though Sophocles crafted Oedipus long before Aristotle developed his ideas, Oedipus fits Aristotle's
definition with startling accuracy. Oedipus is a Tragic Hero a. And Oedipus is far from perfect; although a
clever man, he is blind to the truth and stubbornly refuses to believe Teiresias 's warnings. A good example of
an ancient Greek tragedy is the Oedipus Rex by Sophocles. The focus on fate reveals another aspect of a
tragedy as outlined by Aristotle: dramatic irony. The dynamic nature of Oedipus' nobility earns him this
respect. However, to fully understand these key notions, one must understand what Aristotle defines as a
tragedy. Such points are: character, language, thought, melody, and spectacle Aristotle. Ideal Tragic Hero In
his famous "Poetics," the philosopher Aristotle laid the foundations for literary criticism of Greek tragedy.
According to Aristotle, a tragedy must be an imitation of life in the form of a serious story that is complete in
itself; in other words, the story must be realistic and narrow in focus. Oedipus fits this precisely, for his basic
flaw is his lack of knowledge about his own identity. At the same time, a tragic hero must evoke both pity and
fear, and Aristotle claims that the best way to do this is if he is imperfect. Regarding the latter, Oedipus lacks a
calm disposition, which is intertwined with the former point, as well as lacking wisdom. Thus, he is a noble in
the simplest sense; that is, his parents were themselves royalty. Aristotle also outlined the characteristics of an
ideal tragic hero. In Oedipus's case, he is superior not only because of social standing, but also because he is
smart: he is the only person who could solve the Sphinx's riddle. Good tragedies are crammed with irony.
Through his virtue of determination, Oedipus commits a hamartia in that his downfall is caused by his
unintentional wrongdoings. The play would usually portray the downfall of the main character.


