
HISTORY OF BHAKTI MOVEMENT

The Bhakti movement originated in South India during the seventh to eighth century CE, spread northwards from Tamil
Nadu through.

But when we talk of Bhakti movement in the context of socio-religious background it has a different
connotation. The most famous disciple of Ramananda a Kabir. Brutally outspoken, he has in the past been
targeted by the police and political rivals. These Islamic ideas threw a powerful challenge to the existing
corrupt aspect of Hinduism and the accompanying social evils. Anybody, irrespective of caste, colour and
creed, could reach Him and realize Him through the simple method of selfless devotion. Their method of
expression was to sing devotional compositions in the temples, Gurudwaras and Masjids. It was believed that
all creations of God were equal and hence, all men should be treated equally. He denounced idolatry and
rituals and laid great emphasis on the equality of man before God. Sufism represents the inward or esoteric
side of Islam or the mystical dimension of Muslim religion. Bhakti soon spread to North India, appearing most
notably in the 10th-century Sanskrit text the Bhagavata-purana. For the Hindus the effort was initiated by the
Hindu saints of the Bhakti movement and for the Muslims by the Sufi Saints. As a matter of fact Bhakti
movement had raised its voice against racial discrimination, caste hierarchy and such social differentiations.
Followers of Bhakti movement in 12th and 13th Century included saints such as Bhagat Namdev, and Saint
Kabir Das, who insisted on the devotional singing of praises of lord through their own compositions. He was
opposed to all distinctions of caste as well as the religious rivalries and rituals. In other words, they
emphasized upon the unity of Godhead. Surdas was the disciple of Vallabhacharya and he popularized
Krishna cult in north India. Nanak was of a syncretic mindset and attempted to fuse the tenets of Hinduism
and Islam to serve as a guide for all humanity. Bhakti or devotion for the Almighty was the central theme of
this movement. Consisting of pithy aphorisms, these Vachanas conveyed in unambiguous terms certain astute
observations on spiritual and social matters. A great proponent of loving devotion for God, bhakti yoga,
Chaitanya worshiped the Lord in the form of Krishna.


