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Some of them took part in allied action in China and parts of South East Asia. The Joint Declaration on
denuclearization was initiated on 13 December  North Korea also expanded its bilateral diplomatic ties in that
year, establishing diplomatic relations with Italy, Australia and the Philippines. This policy ended in 
Moreover, the demise of Communist states in Eastern Europe in and the disintegration of the Soviet Union in
had resulted in a significant drop in communist aid to North Korea, resulting in largely decreased relations
with Russia. President George W. Ambassador Shtykov suspected Rhee was planning to invade the North and
was sympathetic to Kim's goal of Korean unification under socialism. The prime ministerial talks resulted in
two major agreements: the Agreement on Reconciliation, Nonaggression, Exchanges, and Cooperation the
Basic Agreement and the Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula the Joint Declaration.
In , relations with Japan had improved somewhat, and North Korea began allowing the repatriation of
Japanese citizens in the country. Kim Il-sung died of a heart attack in , in the midst of a standoff with the
United States over North Korean nuclear weapon development. Korean resistance groups known as
Dongnipgun Liberation Army operated along the Sino-Korean border, fighting guerrilla warfare against
Japanese forces. The document called for international talks to replace the Armistice which ended the Korean
War with a permanent peace treaty. In September, at a summit with Moon in Pyongyang, Kim agreed to
dismantle North Korea's nuclear weapons facilities if the United States took reciprocal action. Bilateral
relations[ edit ] North Korea is often perceived as the " Hermit kingdom ", completely isolated from the rest of
the world, but North Korea maintains diplomatic relations with independent states. Fighting ended on 27 July ,
with an armistice that approximately restored the original boundaries between North and South Korea. In
April , an uprising of the Jeju islanders was violently crushed. A great majority of the population lives in the
plains and lowlands. In , the government accepted UN food aid. As the s progressed, concern over the North's
nuclear program became a major issue in North-South relations and between North Korea and the US. Bush in
 Since the war, the United States has maintained a strong military presence in the South which is depicted by
the North Korean government as an imperialist occupation force. Soviet forces withdrew from the North in ,
and most American forces withdrew from the South in  Dialogue was renewed on several fronts in September ,
when South Korea accepted the North's offer to provide relief goods to victims of severe flooding in South
Korea. The same year, North Korea revalued the North Korean won , which held greater value than its South
Korean counterpart. The North began reestablishing trade relations with China shortly thereafter, but the
Chinese could not afford to provide enough food aid to meet demand. It reopened the same year but closed
again in  Within four years, North Korea was recognized by 93 countries, on par with South Korea's  As a
result, Chinese authorities publicly rebuked what the west perceives as China's closest ally, and supported the
UN Security Council Resolution , which imposed sanctions on North Korea. The North failed in several
assassination attempts on South Korean leaders, such as in , and the Rangoon bombing in ; tunnels were found
under the DMZ and tensions flared over the axe murder incident at Panmunjom in  According to a United
Nations Environmental Programme report in , forest covers over 70 percent of the country, mostly on steep
slopes. In a major initiative in July , South Korean President Roh Tae-woo called for new efforts to promote
North-South exchanges, family reunification, inter-Korean trade and contact in international forums. The U.
This was only the beginning of North Korea as governed by the faction which had its roots in an anti-Japanese
Korean nationalist movement based in Manchuria and China, with Kim Il-sung participating in this movement
and later forming the Workers' Party of Korea WPK. Approximately 60 percent of all precipitation occurs
from June to September. The drawing of the division was assigned to two American officers, diplomat Dean
Rusk and Army officer Charles Bonesteel , who chose the 38th parallel because it divided the country
approximately in half but would place the capital Seoul under U. Bush 's Axis of Evil speech. The talks
ultimately failed because in , South Korea declared its preference that the two Koreas should seek separate
memberships in international organizations. The military of North Korea invaded the South on 25 June , and
swiftly overran most of the country. However, the Agreed Framework and the Korean Peninsula Energy
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Development Organization KEDO temporarily resolved this crisis by having the US and several other
countries agree that in exchange for dismantling its nuclear program, two light-water reactors LWRs would be
provided with moves toward normalization of political and economic relations. After a series of secret
meetings, both sides announced on 4 July , an agreement to work toward peaceful reunification and an end to
the hostile atmosphere prevailing on the peninsula. Some scholars believe that the August incident
demonstrated independence. The agreement was incorporated into the U. The South declared its statehood in
May and two months later the ardent anti-communist Syngman Rhee [69] became its ruler.


