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He perceives Weathers to be no more than a mere boy. The men are talking about strength; Weathers is
showing off his biceps. There is also a sense that how Farrington treats his family at the end of the story, is
how he treats them daily, again the idea of repetition. Among authors, Joyce is among the best for conveying
the atmosphere of boisterous social gatherings with clarity and charm. While other characters in the collection
acknowledge their routine lives, struggle, then accept their fate passively, Farrington is unaware and
unrelenting. Later on, Farrington pawns his watch in exchange for alcohol money, and goes out with his
friends to the pub for the rest of the night. The boy obediently gets to work. Farrington could easily harm
Alleyne physically, but he is powerless where it really counts, financially. For Farrington, life repeats itself:
work is like the pub is like home. Joyce wrote this book to explain what types of problems people were going
through in Ireland. As a result, his circular activities become more and more brutal. How to cite this page
Choose cite format:. In fact, one can see throughout the stories the humanities theme of individual and society,
and the literary theme of journey and escape The men leave the bar to go to another establishment called the
Scotch House. Taken from his Dubliners collection the story is narrated in the third person by an unnamed
narrator and some readers will recognise that Joyce, through the use of the title of the story, is suggesting to
the reader the idea of repetition. He heads to the bar and spins a tale on his "triumph" over his boss with his
sharp witticism. If anything alcohol has control over him, rather than Farrington being able to control his
alcohol intake. This forlorn world casts a gloomy shadow over the characters of these stories He excels in no
arena of masculinity. The term counterparts refers to the copy or duplication of a legal document. Alleyne
goes bezerk, demanding an apology. Forced to apologize to Mr. It is through this repetition that the reader also
realises that Joyce is placing emphasis on one of the main themes of the story, the theme of paralysis. Two
clients are speaking with the chief clerk when Farrington returns to the office, making his absence apparent.
He does not even succeed in his original aim, which was to get drunk. Meanwhile, Mr. Farrington returns to
work, but as soon as he sits down the tedium of his job gets to him. Alleyne asks rhetorically, "Do you think
me an utter fool? Joyce's use of metaphorical language brings to life the despair of his country Likewise when
Farrington tells his friends about his incident with Mr Alleyne, Higgins comes into the bar and also repeats the
story. Farrington returns to his desk but is unable to focus on work. Leonard introduces them to a young
fellow named Weathers , who's an acrobat and an artiste. Farrington hurtles forward in the story without
pausing to think about his actions or why he feels such discontent. Another clerk from the office arrives and
joins them, repeating the story. Though each small rebellion makes him momentarily happy, the displaced
rage simply reappears someplace else, usually exacerbated by his actions. The main character of the story is
Farrington, an alcoholic who works as a clerk, and is bullied and verbally abused by his boss, Mr. Machines
seize human attributes and vitality in opposition to the vacuous citizens of Ireland's capitalist city. Farrington
lives a life of counterparts, to dangerous ends. These routines and repetitions have trapped him in a vicious
cycle of irritation and violence.


