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Literary. Comparison/Contrast. Essay. School Curriculum Specialists, LLC. 1. In a comparison/contrast essay you are
explaining the differences between two or.

A study of these two men in this regard reveals some really significant differences about the worldview in the
two poems. Are there any clues about what to focus on in the assignment itself? Two ideas or theories Did
they originate at some particular time? Grounds for Comparison. These two vital components have been
elaborately discussed in the following paragraphs. As a girl raised in the faded glory of the Old South, amid
mystical tales of magnolias and moonlight, the mother remains part of a dying generation. What, if anything,
are they known for? The frame of reference may consist of an idea, theme, question, problem, or theory; a
group of similar things from which you extract two for special attention; biographical or historical
information. How broad is their scope? This is a helpful visual aid, because it organizes similarities and
differences clearly. Step 4 - Decide on Your Organizational Structure There are many possibilities for
structuring a compare-and-contrast essay. As in any argumentative paper, your thesis statement will convey
the gist of your argument, which necessarily follows from your frame of reference. What is their form? You
may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the entire handout and attribute the source: The Writing
Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. The introduction establishes the beginning of the paper
and gives the reader a brief idea about what to expect. Point-by-point Rather than addressing things one
subject at a time, you may wish to talk about one point of comparison at a time. German e-mail style is not
exactly the same as Italian or Greek, but they have more in common with each other than they do with
American mail. Comparison and Contrast Essay Definition of Comparison and Contrast Essay A comparison
and contrast essay compares two similar objects, or contrasts dissimilar objects, in a way that readers become
informed about the advantages and disadvantages of both the objects. Linking of A and B. This is mostly done
for decision making purposes. Who were important people involved? If you are a visual person, a Venn
diagram can facilitate this process. What kind of evidence is usually offered for them? Why not pears and
bananas? This relationship is at the heart of any compare-and-contrast paper. Functions of a Comparison and
Contrast Essay A comparison and contrast essay helps readers reach a critical decision. Only now,
three-minute get-to-know-you tryouts in a TV studio substitute for three-minute waltzes at a ball. Sometimes a
particular point of comparison or contrast might be relevant but not terribly revealing or interesting. Which
seems more plausible to you, and why? Why are they interesting? You can organize a classic
compare-and-contrast paper either text-by-text or point-by-point. Organizational Scheme. If you prefer to
focus on one subject at a time, jot your lists down on a blank sheet of paper and flip it over to the other side for
the other subject. If possible, get a friend to cast a fresh pair of eyes on it to find mistakes you might have
missed. The best frames of reference are constructed from specific sources rather than your own thoughts or
observations. A paper without such a context would have no angle on the material, no focus or frame for the
writer to propose a meaningful argument. Predictably, the thesis of such a paper is usually an assertion that A
and B are very similar yet not so similar after all. Readers are then able to weigh pros and cons of the objects
compared and contrasted to select a better product. That will be your main argument. What did they value?
Scope of Conclusion As far as the scope of the conclusion goes, it must be restricted to whatever has already
been stated in the body and the introduction. When were they created? Be aware, too, of the placement of your
different points. Consider including four body paragraphs instead to give balance to your two subjects. Simply
create two overlapping circles, one for each of the topics that you are comparing.


