
ESSAYS TALK NATIONALISM

However, in this essay I am concerned chiefly with the reactions of the As nearly as possible, no nationalist ever thinks,
talks, or writes about anything except.

It can attach itself to a church or a class, or it may work in a merely negative sense, against something or other
and without the need for any positive object of loyalty. She makes them sit together and serves them food with
her own hand. All nationalists consider it a duty to spread their own language to the detriment of rival
languages, and among English-speakers this struggle reappears in subtler form as a struggle between dialects.
Its most outstanding exponent â€” though he was perhaps an extreme case rather than a typical one â€” was G.
Those who have made the gain of money their highest end are unconsciously selling their life and soul to rich
persons or to the combinations that represent money. Have we an instance in the whole world where a people
who are not allowed to mingle their blood shed their blood for one another except by coercion or for
mercenary purposes? The implication is that India does not believe in Capitalist-Imperialist control over
people anywhere in the world. I have great faith in human nature, and I think the West will find its true
mission. But at the heart of the conversation is this question: Are Trumpism, Nationalism, and Conservatism
synonymous? In India there is no common birthright. Countries which have won their independence or gone
through a nationalist revolution usually change their names, and any country or other unit round which strong
feelings revolve is likely to have several names, each of them carrying a different implication. Probably the
truth is discoverable, but the facts will be so dishonestly set forth in almost any newspaper that the ordinary
reader can be forgiven either for swallowing lies or failing to form an opinion. If you compare England with
Germany or France you will find she has produced the smallest number of scholars who have studied Indian
literature and philosophy with any amount of sympathetic insight or thoroughness. And when we in our
blindness insult humanity for its ragged appearance it sheds its disguise to disclose to us that we have insulted
our God. Such errors as believing the Maginot Line impregnable, or predicting that Russia would conquer
Germany in three months, have failed to shake their reputation, because they were always saying what their
own particular audience wanted to hear. There are habits that are not merely passive but aggressively arrogant.
But antisemitism comes more naturally to people of Conservative tendency, who suspect Jews of weakening
national morale and diluting the national culture. But any actual nationalistic loyalty, or belief in the innate
superiority of Jews, is hardly to be found among Gentiles. Public opinion â€” that is, the section of public
opinion of which he as an intellectual is aware â€” will not allow him to do so. The very people who are
upholding these ideals are themselves the most conservative in their social practice. But finally, it is important
not to confuse nationalism with mere worship of success. He spends part of his time in a fantasy world in
which things happen as they should â€” in which, for example, the Spanish Armada was a success or the
Russian Revolution was crushed in â€” and he will transfer fragments of this world to the history books
whenever possible. A known fact may be so unbearable that it is habitually pushed aside and not allowed to
enter into logical processes, or on the other hand it may enter into every calculation and yet never be admitted
as a fact, even in one's own mind. And this is the source of her anti-Asiatic agitations for depriving the aliens
of their right to earn their honest living on these shores. They are not like mere walls but are like hedges of
stinging nettles. Sometimes they are outright foreigners, or more often they come from peripheral areas where
nationality is doubtful. Nationalistic attachment to the coloured races is usually mixed up with the belief that
their sex lives are superior, and there is a large underground mythology about the sexual prowess of Negroes.
There was a lot of speculation about that. Secondly, nationalism can be intermittent and limited. No detail is
indifferent, no fact is neutral. He still feels the need for a Fatherland, and it is natural to look for one
somewhere abroad. All national histories are merely chapters in the larger one. Intermittently these
generalizations are seen to be unfounded, but the habit of making them persists, and people of professedly
international outlook, e. They wish to gain autonomy as far as possible.


