
HOW TO WRITE A BOOK REVIEW FOR BEGINNERS

Luisa Plaja explains how to write a good book review.

She makes you want to know the future of Earth's flora and fauna, as well as humanity itself. With any luck,
the author of the book worked hard to find the right words to express her ideas. You do not necessarily need to
work chronologically through the book as you discuss it. This is an opportunity to share your passion with
other readers, so make it personal. Include only that material which has relevance for your review and use
direct quotations sparingly. Was the story too scary for your liking, or did it focus on a theme you didn't find
interesting? One fateful day they make the acquaintance of the Cotton family, including the two sons, and a
web of tangled relationships ensues. If you are reviewing the first book ever written on the subject, it will be
important for your readers to know. Do you care about them? Analyze whether or not the book suited its
intended audience and if it was interesting and thorough. So I did what any other resourceful writer on
deadline would do; I panicked. I wanted to know about the rituals surrounding drinking in medieval England:
the songs, the games, the parties. I love the illustrations. What follows is just one of many ways to organize a
review. Your instructor may have included specific guidelines for you to follow. This review is indeed an
assessment, but not a critical one. What are the parts that make up the whole? First, how to make a reader stop
scrolling and read your entire review. Assuming the role of an analytical reader will also help you to determine
whether or not the author fulfills the stated purpose of the book or article and enhances your understanding or
knowledge of a particular topic. The rubrics often include a column for "scholar points," which are invitations
for students to extend their efforts beyond that which is required, incorporating creativity or higher level
technical skills. Avoid spoilers Spoilersâ€”enemy number one of readers everywhere. The bird has to decide if
it will try to fly, but it was not sure if it wants to. She is serious at times, but also very witty, which makes for
an engaging read. What has the book accomplished? For a similar assignment, see our handout on literature
reviews. Write the body The body is the center of your paper, where you draw out your main arguments. Has
the author ignored important aspects of the subject? Thoughtful praise and critique often can also be a great
starting point for a continued conversation about a book. Money can buy you an almost exact copy of your
pooch BUT don't expect the same personality. The reader has a sense of what the student expected of the
book, but no sense of what the author herself set out to prove.


