
ESSAY PROMPTS FOR EIGHTH GRADERS

Use these brand new eighth-grade writing prompts to help your students prepare for the coming year and stay focused
on all the challenges that lie ahead.

By age 18, the average American has seen , acts of violence on TV, including 40, murders. Do you consider
yourself to be a patient person? If you were sent back in time to and had to live there, what modern skills and
knowledge might you use to help you make enough money to live on? Grace Fleming has a master's degree in
education and is an academic advisor and college enrollment counselor. What was your most embarrassing
moment? What makes you laugh? Last Friday, you were given one wish by a magical panda. Explain with
examples. Or has technology already advanced too far? What are three of your most profound learning
experiences? What is your favorite thing about your family? Imagine you have been granted the answers to
any two questions of your choosing. Letter grades should be replaced with a pass or fail. In the future, what
extreme sports will people be talking about? Imagine you wake up and you are no longer in your own bed at
home. Internet access should be free for everyone. Gun ownership should be tightly regulated. Do you get to
decide, or will your parents decide? Do you crave adventure or attention? Free your mind. Books should never
be banned. Tell me about something that happened which made you really excited. What is a tradition? Write
a poem about your most prized possession. What are the worst and best qualities of the human race? Write a
powerfully supportive email to yourself 10 years from now. Write about a time when you did poorly on a test.
There are different kinds of papers that we can expect 8th grade students to write and then there are those that
we expect other kinds of students to work on comfortably. What is your favorite lesson from American
history? Social Security should be privatized. In it, you'll sum up the main points of the body and connect
them to your thesis. Are boys and girls really different from one another?


