
A PLOT SUMMARY OF SHAKESPEAREAN ROMEO AND JULIET

Revise and learn about the plot of William Shakespeare's play Romeo and Juliet with BBC Bitesize GCSE English
Literature (AQA).

One of these is Pyramus and Thisbe , from Ovid 's Metamorphoses , which contains parallels to Shakespeare's
story: the lovers' parents despise each other, and Pyramus falsely believes his lover Thisbe is dead. Find out
more about how we use cookies and your options to change your acceptance of cookies. Soon, Romeo speaks
to Juliet, and the two experience a profound attraction. It is a much more complete and reliable text and was
reprinted in Q3 , Q4 and Q5. Juliet wakes up and sees Romeo dead. Romeo then kills Tybalt in a rage and is
forced to fly the scene. As Mercutio and Benvolio leave the Capulet estate, Romeo leaps over the orchard wall
into the garden, unable to leave Juliet behind. This paradox of imagery adds atmosphere to the moral dilemma
facing the two lovers: loyalty to family or loyalty to love. Otway's version was a hit, and was acted for the
next seventy years. The pair declare their love for one another and intend to marry the next day. Once the
bodies are discovered, the Friar confesses everything he knows and is pardoned by Prince Escalus. His goal is
to introduce his daughter Juliet to a Count named Paris who seeks to marry Juliet. That hatred manifests itself
directly in the lovers' language: Juliet, for example, speaks of "my only love sprung from my only hate" [90]
and often expresses her passion through an anticipation of Romeo's death. At the end of the story, when the
morning is gloomy and the sun hiding its face for sorrow, light and dark have returned to their proper places,
the outward darkness reflecting the true, inner darkness of the family feud out of sorrow for the lovers.
Bandello lengthened and weighed down the plot while leaving the storyline basically unchanged though he did
introduce Benvolio. After the ball, in what is now called the "balcony scene", Romeo sneaks into the Capulet
orchard and overhears Juliet at her window vowing her love to him in spite of her family's hatred of the
Montagues. Teacher Notes More Info The following activity is a great way to introduce the story of Romeo
and Juliet to a group of students who are getting to know the play and introduces them to the opening
prologue. In this version, Mariotto is caught and beheaded and Gianozza dies of grief. Romeo secretly spends
the night in Juliet's chamber, where they consummate their marriage. The Capulets grieve, and Juliet is
entombed according to plan. The feud is also linked to male virility, as the numerous jokes about maidenheads
aptly demonstrate.


