
THE MORAL ACTIONS OF THE CHARACTERS IN THE SCARLET LETTER

Free Essay: Morality in The Scarlet Letter " pain is in itself an evil; and indeed, without exception, the only evil; applies
equally well to all of the characters in the novel. Physically, the Puritans loved her behavior, actions, and example.

God regards man's motives. James, Henry. The Scarlet Letter, which Hawthorne is best known for, is a
fictional story about the sin of adultery. This is due to several reasons. Honors English  Essay: "The Scarlet
Letter. How does this affect him? Hawthorne points out that while sin which is exposed and confessed, frees
the sinner's mind and often brings about a transformation in the life, sin which is concealed and cherished
tends to cause ruin and death. June 20 â€” July 2, Introduction One objective of the study of literature is to
provide students with the opportunity to acquaint themselves with the experiences of others and to make
intelligent decisions concerning the positive values and attitudes they can adopt and the negative ones they
should avoid. June  While waiting for him, she had an affair with a Puritan minister named Dimmesdale, after
which she gave birth to Pearl. The example of Jesus in His dealing with sinners is pertinent as we consider
Hawthorne's worldview, and the Christian worldview. The Scarlet Letter. Hawthorne presents another effect
of sin on the characters. The Bible tells us that "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" 1John  Oftentimes, this Protestant and Puritan divine had
plied it on his own shoulders; laughing bitterly at himself the while. At the end of the novel, she emerges from
her experiences and is revealed to be a woman capable of helping others and respected by them. Through the
use of questions the teacher can lead students to an understanding of the meaning of the novel. These elements
all work in conjunction with each other to create complex human behaviors. She has the happiness that comes
of being at peace with oneself, one's fellow men, and with one's God"  Nor did he mean that we should not
pass judgment against sin nor apply disciplinary measures against conduct that is wrong, sinful, or
unacceptable. Hawthorne uses images in a very deliberate and artistic manner. Chillingworth's comments
reveal the importance of Dimmesdale's confession: "Hadst thou sought the whole earth over, there was no one
place so secret, --no high place nor lowly place, where thou couldst have escaped me,--save on this very
scaffold" Chapter  When reading engaging, well-written, and ambiguous novels, such as The Scarlet Letter,
we, as students, must go deeper and actually scrutinize the novel and try to depict certain themes or styles that
we see developing throughout the course of the book. Thoughts From the Mount of Blessings. The attitude of
these women is the same as that displayed by the Pharisees in Jesus' day. Stricken by guilt, Dimmesdale
becomes increasingly ill. If the congregation ever found out what he did, he would be ruined. Hawthorne
points out how unwise it is to set up one's self as a judge. The Scarlet Letter Notes. Hawthorne observes that ".
The minister conceals his wrong, --the fact that he has broken the moral law â€” and the only suggestion that
something is wrong in his life is the habit he has of constantly putting his hand over his heart. Hawthorne's
Worldview Although the novel is a detailed criticism of the Puritan way of life, Hawthorne believed in and
upheld the moral principles dictated by Puritanism. Holmes, Arthur F. Arlin Turner notes that there are "sins
of the flesh, sins of weakness, sins of will and the intellect. Fear makes Puritan push aside Hester. And nope,
we don't source our examples from our editing service! Dimmesdale is an intelligent and emotional man, and
his sermons are thus masterpieces of eloquence and persuasiveness. Hill, Barry. And to him motives are
important. Concealment destroys the physical, spiritual and moral fiber, but confession and repentance bring
salvation. It portrays a message that sin comes with consequences but also that no one is excluded from sin.
The issues presented should help students to grasp the importance of making wise decisions, to be honest and
forthright in dealing with their own sins, and to be compassionate and forgiving to all sinners. All references
to the text will be from the Norton Critical Edition and will be cited parenthetically in the text. Hester herself
is revealed to be a self-reliant heroine who is never truly repentant for committing adultery with the minister;
she feels that their act was consecrated by their deep love for each other.


