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Toews' writing style, employing no quotation marks, even when she is writing direct speech, throws you off a
little in the beginning but you get used to it very quickly. It portrays Manitoban families in the fictitious East
Village, cut off from a city that is only 40 miles away and ministered by the fiercely pious and overly-zealous
Hans. As she unravels their story, layer by layer, with a wry sense of humor and sharpness that exemplifies the
gift of adolescence, you cannot help but smile, even as you feel her pain. Nomi's complex relationship with
her parents is what defines the story. In fact, she goes as far as taking over the responsibility of being the rock
in the now two-member family. Tasha's exit was no great surprise, but Trudie's sudden, unexplained departure
has left her bereft and perplexed. On May 13, , Melvin Toews, father of Miriam Toews, stood upon a railroad
track near his Mennonite community, waiting for an incoming train Winnipeg Free Press,  Thanks a lot,
Menno. But despite that minor weakness, the book is well worth a read. The aura of their house is now one of
"hushed resignation. Trudie is the victim of a sort of Chinese water torture of joylessness, administered drip by
baptismal drip by her own brother, Pastor Hans. There are scenes and passages, especially in the middle of the
book, where the book seems to drag. Miriam Toews created this fictional coming-of-age story as an
opportunity to reinvent her own life. A Complicated Kindness is affecting, impeccably written, and has real
authority, but most of all it is immediate. Furthermore, throughout the novel, Nomi Nickels refers to her desire
to leave her Mennonite town for the larger cities of New York or Prague, building a strong theme of
dissatisfaction with community. It's just Nomi and her gentle, uncommunicative Dad that are trying to hold
things together. Left alone with her father, Nomi spends much of her time remembering her mother, Trudie,
and sister Natasha. And how are you? Toews is no stranger to small prairie towns, or to Mennonites. In the
novel, Ray Nickels lovingly supports his youngest daughter, Nomi Nickels, in an attempt to hold loosening
strings of a once happy family, years after hope has been lost with the departure of his eldest daughter and
wife. Nomi Nickel is a sixteen-year-old girl living in the fictional Mennonite community of East Village,
somewhere in Canada. But she also has such an amusing way of looking at the world. The death of Melvin
Toews, however, was foreshadowed by years of battle with depression and bipolar disorder; it was clear that
he had indeed committed suicide. Her family has recently been torn apart - her older sister Tash ran away to
the city with a local guy and her mother Trudie has left home under mysterious circumstances. This novel,
however, explores not simply the life of a fictional coming-of-age young woman, but also of the author
herself. A Complicated Kindness is a coming of age story with a difference - sharp, sardonic and undeniably
moving. They wander about the streets in the night, have sex out of boredom, drink and do drugs and
sometimes self-destruct in very direct and more efficient ways than you would think is humanly possible in
picture-perfect societies. These examples clearly illustrate that beyond coincidence, Miriam Toews created her
protagonist, Nomi Nickels, as an image of herself. A Complicated Kindness is like waking up in a crazy Bible
camp, or witnessing an adolescent tour guide tear off her uniform and make a break for the highway. Or so she
thinks. The raw material is my experiences. In addition, the representation of Miriam Toews in the protagonist
and narrator of A Complicated Kindness is further strengthened by the presence of a similar parallel in her
other novels. It can be said that A Complicated Kindness was an attempt to reunite a family permanently
estranged at the hands of depression and the confinement of religion. Nomi calls him Hands, or The Mouth.
Oct 29, Peter Boyle rated it really liked it What a bittersweet story this is. However, Melvin Toews made a
re-appearance to the world, brought back by his daughter as Ray Nickels, a character in A Complicated
Kindness. And there is always the frightening threat of excommunication for anyone who diverges from the
church's beliefs. Her previous novel, A Boy of Good Breeding, about the wacky-yet-life-affirming adventures
in a Manitoba town, was fatally whimsical.


