
WRITING AUTOBIOGRAPHY LESSON PLANS

Help middle school students develop and understand the craft of writing by teaching them how to write their own
autobiographies.

When a story is about someone else's life, the "auto" is taken out and it's called a biography. Provide each
student with a copy of the Copyright and Fair Use Guidelines for School Projects sheet, which provides
information about fair use and copyright issues. Once they're done writing, have students share their
biographies or autobiographies with the rest of the class. They will also be able to write their own biographies
and autobiographies. Are there any parts of this story that could be left out? The scrapbooks may help students
organize their writing in the next step. Ask students to discuss how the song fits the event and to suggest other
songs they might associate with the same event. Which need more work? If you have created a model
presentation, you can use it to present the concept to students. Did writing an autobiography change their
thinking about their future goals? This tool provides space for students to write the text that will appear on the
slide and information about the song they will include, along with space for a simple illustration. After
students complete their information gathering, they can work on their autobiographical timelines and
scrapbooks. Students may also include events that were not included on the lists they created during their
brainstorming sessions. Have students use the Presentation Music and Image Planner to write the title of a
song and describe an image for each event they will include in their presentations. Discuss that a family is
composed of people living together and functioning as a unit. Part Three: Preparing for the Future Step 6:
Explain that a scenario is an account or synopsis of a projected course of action or events. Write all ideas
mentioned by the students on the board. The activity Teacher elicits a definition of autobiography. Remind
students of the writing process and explain that they will have the opportunity to revise their text and other
elements when they reach the revising stage. Students may use recordings from the radio or their personal
music collections. Which parts, if any, need more information? If necessary, have students complete this
activity for homework. Lesson Assessment Ask students to find a partner to read and respectfully critique their
writing using the following criteria: Is this story in good order? A simple storyboard can be created by using
one of these methods: Tape sheets of plain paper together along the short edges. Ask students questions such
as the following: Have you ever downloaded music or other content from the Internet? Allow more than one
session of class time to complete this work if required. Session One Present the PowerPoint autobiography
assignment to students and explain the required elements. Students can also use the worksheets to make
autobiographical scrapbooks. Does this writing make you feel any particular way? These limitations apply to
the use of photographs, drawings, music, videos, and text. Have students each sit with a partner. Through your
discussion, students should understand that these materials are the intellectual property of the people who
created them, and that there are legal limits to their use in and out of school. Have students take out writing
materials. Students should also have any CDs or music they want to use available for the next session. What
parts of this story are you able to visualize? They provide ideas, write first draft, edit and type the final draft in
the computer lab. They can take the worksheets home to ask family members for help completing any missing
information. A class discussion can be scheduled for the next session. You can choose to extend this activity
to the next class period or have students complete their drafts for homework. Part Two: Who I Am Today Step
4: Discuss with students that family is important to shaping character, but individuals can also be influenced
by people who aren't related to them. Have students review the summaries they wrote in Session One.
Students may list any events that hold personal significance, but you may make the following suggestions if
students have difficulty coming up with their lists: First day of school e. Session Two Initiate a class
discussion by describing a significant event from your own life i.


