
MEDIEVAL EUROPE BLACK PLAGUE

Ole J. Benedictow describes how he calculated that the Black Death killed 50 million The strong increase in population
in Europe in the High Middle Ages.

Some people coped with the terror and uncertainty of the Black Death epidemic by lashing out at their
neighbors; others coped by turning inward and fretting about the condition of their own souls. Peasants began
to have a certain degree of margin for negotiation, as the rentals for their land grew less costly, leading to an
increase in their wages. As winter approached, colder temperatures killed fleas and caused rats to seek
dormancy. Inevitably it had an enormous impact on European society and greatly affected the dynamics of
change and development from the medieval to Early Modern period. One could not use the rivers for drinking
water due to pollution. Laws varied depending on the region but, in some parts of England, for example, those
women who had lost husbands were permitted to keep his land for a certain period until they remarried or, in
other, more generous jurisdictions, if they did remarry then they did not lose their late husband's property, as
had been the case previously. Churchmen, and public officials considered the disease to be just that; a disease.
Because excess heat destroys bacterium, he was taking the safest, though slightly ludicrous, measures. And
Hobson was, of course, not the only fugitive from a plague-stricken town or area arriving in various
communities in the region with infective rat fleas in their clothing or luggage. Symptoms are high fevers and
purple skin patches purpura due to disseminated intravascular coagulation. The mechanism of infection and
transmission of diseases was little understood in the 14th century; many people believed the epidemic was a
punishment by God for their sins. This group was condemned by Pope Clement VI in and was crushed soon
after. Doubleday, New York  When spring arrived, the Italians fled on their ships. Visit Website Blood and
pus seeped out of these strange swellings, which were followed by a host of other unpleasant symptoms â€”
fever, chills, vomiting, diarrhea, terrible aches and pains â€” and then, in short order, death. These great
commercial cities also functioned as bridgeheads from where the disease conquered Europe. It seems unlikely
that any other region was so lucky. More subjects on the Middle Ages: Overview. The French biologist
Alexandre Yersin discovered this germ at the end of the 19th century. From these the Black Death spread
inland. Chronicles and letters from the time describe the terror wrought by the illness. By , 60 major and
smaller Jewish communities had been destroyed. People had to opt for a more one-sided husbandry,
particularly in animals, to create a surplus that could be traded for staples such as salt and iron, grain or flour.
Thus, two northern plague fronts were opened less than two months after the disease had invaded southern
Spain. From , a great number of mortality studies from various parts of Europe were published. They marched
through cities, chanting repentance, and calling on the citizens to join them as they stripped to the waist and
whipped themselves with knotted scourges. The plague bacterium could develop drug resistance and again
become a major health threat. As the gavocciolo had been and still was an infallible token of approaching
death, such also were these spots on whomsoever they showed themselves. By the end of this circular path
around Europe, one third of all people in the infected areas had perished. There was not nearly enough
consecrated ground for each victim to have an individual plot, and so enormous trenches were dug into which
layer upon layer of dead bodies were lain. Today, this grim sequence of events is terrifying but
comprehensible. Italy had been hit the hardest by the plague because of the dense population of merchants and
active lifestyle within the city states. The disease repeatedly wiped out the rodent carriers so that the fleas died
out until a new outbreak from Central Asia repeated the process. This led to the establishment of a Public
Health Department there which undertook some leading-edge research on plague transmission from rat fleas to
humans via the bacillus Yersinia pestis. Then the Italian merchants appear to have left Constantinople several
months later and arrived in their home towns of Genoa and Venice with plague on board, some time in
November. The importance of hygiene was recognised only in the nineteenth century; until then it was
common that the streets were filthy, with live animals of all sorts around and human parasites abounding.
Flagellants Some upper-class men joined processions of flagellants that traveled from town to town and
engaged in public displays of penance and punishment: They would beat themselves and one another with
heavy leather straps studded with sharp pieces of metal while the townspeople looked on.


