
TEACHING STUDENTS TO WRITE COMPARE AND CONTRAST ESSAYS

Learn how to effectively teach the Compare/Contrast Essay: Use these great steps to help your students write excellent
compare/contrast.

What is the central focus, claim, or goal of each? Tell students to read their essay aloud or to have someone
else read it to them to catch any errors. How can teachers help them write stronger essays and earn better
grades? What is their form? However, if you were writing a paper for a class on typesetting or on how
illustrations are used to enhance novels, the typeface and presence or absence of illustrations might be
absolutely critical to include in your final paper. You may reproduce it for non-commercial use if you use the
entire handout and attribute the source: The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. You
may want to begin by using the questions reporters traditionally ask: Who? The danger of this
subject-by-subject organization is that your paper will simply be a list of points: a certain number of points in
my example, three about one subject, then a certain number of points about another. The following words may
be helpful to you in signaling your intentions: like, similar to, also, unlike, similarly, in the same way,
likewise, again, compared to, in contrast, in like manner, contrasted with, on the contrary, however, although,
yet, even though, still, but, nevertheless, conversely, at the same time, regardless, despite, while, on the one
hand â€¦ on the other hand. Two ideas or theories Did they originate at some particular time? Price listed is for
35 student seats plus 1 free teacher seat. Or they focus on the large picture and fail to substantiate their claims
with evidence. Melissa Kelly has a master's degree in secondary education and over eight years of experience
in the classroom. This in turn helps set the stage for comparing and contrasting the overall source documents.
To succeed, they need to dig deeper to find the nuances of such assignments and apply their critical thinking
skills. Using the book The Tale of Despereaux, students look a closer look at medieval times to see if the
novel accurately portrays this time in history. Students should be told that the block is better to show
similarities and the feature-by-feature is better to show differences. Looking at key sections of the book,
students will use the Compare and Contrast Guide and Map to help them decipher between fact and fiction.
Many tenth graders have difficulty thinking of these words if this step is skipped. Publishing activities help
students create a clean final copy of their work and reflect on their comparison-contrast writing. This process
helps them prove to the reader how the two differ and lets them develop deeper analysis. What kinds of work
did people do? Each book in the series includes classroom-tested activities, detailed lesson sequences, and
supporting handouts. A diverse selection of American folk tales is used for this lesson, which is adaptable to
any text set. What do they believe? Explain that there are two ways to write the essay but don't go into any
detail on how to do it just yet. Do you think one is of higher quality or greater merit than the other s â€”and if
so, why? What caused events in these periods, and what consequences did they have later on? They've been
friends and collaborators for years. You can see students' critical thinking skills improve as they learn to write
the essay. Without it, students with little motivation may not write the essay. For writing: what plot,
characterization, setting, theme, tone, and type of narration are used? Editing activities help students correctly
form and punctuate compound sentences and ensure subject-verb agreement. Explain the advantages of
revising on the computer. Academic topics such as comparing two organisms, two wars, two approaches to
solving a math problem may also be useful. Who were important people involved? What is the gender, race,
class, etc. Peter taught high school English from to in public schools outside Chicago and now teaches in the
program in English Education at The University of Georgia. Staple a rubric to each essay and have students
evaluate them. They should continue the cycle of editing and revising until they are satisfied with the quality
of their essay. Writing Comparison-Contrast Essays leads your students step by step through developing an
essay that explores the similarities and differences between two topics.


