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2), judgments of the High Court inserted the legal doctrine of native title into Australian law. Quote from B A Keon-Cohen
â€“ The Murray Islanders rejoice.

In the case of Australia, Mabo represents a self-conscious attempt to re-orient the nation and its origins. The
full judgments are available online. From my point of view, we have a similar system to the English, Welsh
and Scots. Many celebrated a huge victory for justice for Indigenous Australians. It is a structural matter, a 8
view from a window which has been carefully placed to exclude a whole quadrant of the landscape. It upholds
the common law of Australia and thus contributes to the rewriting of the national narrative in order to heal and
unify the nation. In fact when my views clashed with the then negotiators I was asked to discontinue any
involvement in the process and dutifully left it to those who settled the issues with Prime Minister Keating.
Australians voted to enable the Federal government to make laws for indigenous peoples and override any
State legislation that was felt to be discriminatory. These recommendations recognise that the Government has
the power to make laws about Indigenous people, but the laws must be beneficial and give the Parliament
guidance. For too long Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have been denied a voice, excluded from
decision making processes about their own lives. In the Torres Strait, land ownership is the same throughout.
The Order of the High Court advised the decision, but it is the reasoning expressed in the majority judgments
which shapes the law in a judicial case. Before the father died, or during his life-time, he would make sure that
his family and friends knew his wish as to which one of his sons would be the heir to his land. Australia ab
origine The Mabo judges appeal to the common law of Australia and, in so doing, interrogate the very origins
of Australia, rendering the national narrative uncanny. Rather than being self-evident and true, then, Mabo
coheres and selects a new legal narrative from previous case law and legal commentaries. Deane and Gaudron
refer above to the psychic health of the nation while Justice Brennan is concerned that this decision, while
correcting injustice, must not fragment the body of the nation: In discharging its duty to declare the common
law of Australia, this court is not free to adopt rules that accord with contemporary notions of justice and
human rights if their adoption would fracture the skeleton of principle which gives the body of our law its
shape and consistency. Mr Mabo was a man of history. They do not exist as a gift of the Parliament, or an act
of largesse by the Government of the day. Subsequently, writing is not a memory tool but an interpretative
one. According to international law, this implied that a territory was uninhabited.


