
PERSUADING COLONIAL AMERICA TO REVOLT AGAINST BRITAIN IN

COMMON SENSE BY THOMAS PAINE

Common Sense was a pamphlet written by Thomas Paine in â€“76 advocating independence from Great Britain to
people in the Thirteen Colonies. Writing in clear and persuasive prose, Paine marshaled moral and political Thomas
Paine arrived in the American colonies in November , shortly before the Battles of.

Paine journeyed to Paris to oversee a French translation of the book in the summer of  Absolutely, so get
going! It hath lately been asserted in parliament, that the Colonies have no relation to each other but through
the Parent Country, i. Britain is oppressed with a debt of upwards of one hundred and forty millions sterling,
for which she pays upwards of four millions interest. I mean not to exhibit horror for the purpose of provoking
revenge, but to awaken us from fatal and unmanly slumbers, that we may pursue determinately some fixed
object. Four or five united would be able to raise a tolerable dwelling in the midst of a wilderness, but one
man might labour out the common period of life without accomplishing any thing; when he had felled his
timber he could not remove it, nor erect it after it was removed; hunger in the mean time would urge him to
quit his work, and every different want would call him a different way. How did Paine use the moment to
frame his pamphlet and drive across his points? But this is mere presumption; the fate of war is uncertain,
neither do the expressions mean anything; for this continent would never suffer itself to be drained of
inhabitants, to support the British arms in either Asia, Africa, or Europe. In his autobiography, written a
quarter century later, he described his response to the pamphlet and its startling popularity. What was the tone
of the example? Let Britain waive her pretensions to the Continent, or the Continent throw off the dependence,
and we should be at peace with France and Spain, were they at war with Britain. The state of a king shuts him
from the World, yet the business of a king requires him to know it thoroughly; wherefore the different parts,
by unnaturally opposing and destroying each other, prove the whole character to be absurd and useless. In , the
city of New Rochelle launched an effort to gather the remains and give Paine a final resting place. I have heard
some men say, many of whom I believe spoke without thinking, that they dreaded an independence, fearing
that it would produce civil wars. Dearly, dearly, do we pay for the repeal of the acts, if that is all we fight for;
for in a just estimation, it is as great a folly to pay a Bunker-hill price for law, as for land. Volumes have been
written on the subject of the struggle between England and America. Where would they disagree? Of
Monarchy and Hereditary Succession MANKIND being originally equals in the order of creation, the equality
could only be destroyed by some subsequent circumstance: the distinctions of rich and poor may in a great
measure be accounted for, and that without having recourse to the harsh ill-sounding names of oppression and
avarice. Sir William Meredith calls it a Republic; but in its present state it is unworthy of the name, because
the corrupt influence of the Crown, by having all the places in its disposal, hath so effectually swallowed up
the power, and eaten out the virtue of the House of Commons the Republican part in the constitution that the
government of England is nearly as monarchical as that of France or Spain. Emigrants of property will not
choose to come to a country whose form of government hangs but by a thread, and who is every day tottering
on the brink of commotion and disturbance; and numbers of the present inhabitants would lay hold of the
interval, to dispose of their effects, and quit the continent. No man can assign the least pretence for his fears,
on any other grounds, that such as are truly childish and ridiculous, viz. Our plan is commerce, and that, well
attended to, will secure us the peace and friendship of all Europe; because it is the interest of all Europe to
have America a free port. Till then their form of government except in extraordinary cases where the Almighty
interposed was a kind of Republic, administered by a judge and the elders of the tribes. Charles Inglis, The
Deceiver Unmasked, , selections. The first and second editions of this pamphlet were published without the
following calculations, which are now given as a proof that the above estimation of the navy is a just one. The
removal of North, or the whole detestable junto, is a matter unworthy the millions we have expended. A pretty
business indeed for a man to be allowed eight hundred thousand sterling a year for, and worshipped into the
bargain! Army and to work for the Committee of Foreign Affairs before returning to Europe in  What specific
arguments does he give to convince his readers that 1 their pride in British heritage is misguided, 2 the
colonies must declare immediate independence, 3 they will be able to defend themselves in war? Perhaps the
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disorders which threatened, or seemed to threaten, on the decease of a leader and the choice of a new one for
elections among ruffians could not be very orderly induced many at first to favour hereditary pretensions; by
which means it happened, as it hath happened since, that what at first was submitted to as a convenience was
afterwards claimed as a right. He and Bell timed the first edition to be published at around the same time as a
proclamation on the colonies by King George III , hoping to contrast the strong, monarchical message with the
heavily anti-monarchical Common Sense. Writing of his early experiences in the colonies in , Paine "found the
disposition of the people such, that they might have been led by a thread and governed by a reed. He
contended that all are born equal, and the distinction between the Crown and the subject is unnatural. No
nation ought to be without a debt. In England a King hath little more to do than to make war and give away
places; which, in plain terms, is to empoverish the nation and set it together by the ears. They admit of no
equivocal construction. The time likewise at which the Continent was discovered, adds weight to the
argument, and the manner in which it was peopled, encreases the force of it. Our corn will fetch its price in
any market in Europe, and our imported goods must be paid for buy them where we will. What was happening
in January , politically and militarily? If there is any true cause of fear respecting independence, it is because
no plan is yet laid down. Our present numbers are so happily proportioned to our wants, that no man need be
idle. He presented his argument in four sections.


