
THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF FRACKING ON OUR ENVIRONMENT

Even though fracking has the potential to provide more oil and gas to the process has long-lasting negative impacts on
the environment.

Even chemicals that are not immediately dangerous can cause health problems that inhibit the ability of
exposed animals to reproduce. Natural gas production, already at new highs thanks to shale gas, is expected to
grow 44 percent in the U. Soil Contamination from Waste Pits: Volatile organic compounds are only one issue
with waste disposal pits. Flowback from oil and gas wells is usually disposed of deep underground in Class II
injection wells, but in Pennsylvania, much of the wastewater from hydraulic fracturing operations is processed
by public sewage treatment plants. The waste products contain chemicals like benzene and toluene that are
also harmful when they leach into the soil. Although not a health hazard by itself, in western Pennsylvania
some downstream drinking water treatment plants using the surface water experienced increases in brominated
trihalomethanes in and  All rights reserved Photograph by Eugene Richards Read Caption Natural gas flared
as waste is a new sight on the Dakota prairie, where frackingâ€”a way of extracting hard-to-reach oilâ€”and
directional drilling have sparked a boom. If a carbon tax were to be passed, energy companies would no longer
get away with passing their so-called externalities pollution on to the community, tax payer, or environment.
In , there were 50 earthquakes greater than magnitude 3. The researchers conducted interviews with animal
owners in six states--Colorado, Louisiana, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Texas--affected by gas drilling.
Underground water supplies can also be contaminated by fracking, through migration of gas and frack fluid
underground. Current policy inverts such logic, instead forcing the victim or their surviving relatives to get
into a legal fight with some of the richest and most politically powerful companies. Safety Risk to Workers
from Well Blowouts: Explosions and toxic gases are environmental hazards, and real safety hazards at well
sites. As a result, it leads to melting of ice releasing the trapped carbon dioxide and increasing the ocean water
level which can in turn swallow up islands. Thus in the shale boom there is the risk of stunting these programs
altogether. Some states have begun to require that companies disclose the chemicals they use, but even in such
cases, confidential business information claims result in only partial disclosures. A study found that Western
counties that have relied on fossil fuel extraction are doing worse economically compared with peer
communities and are less well-prepared for growth in the future. They recommended increased seismic
monitoring near fluid injection sites to determine which areas are vulnerable to remote triggering and when
injection activity should be ceased. Encana is funding the alternate water supplies. Though the industry has
attempted to obscure evidence of well water contamination by fracking, multiple instances have come to light.
The Bottom Line Even though fracking has the potential to provide more oil and gas resources to consumers,
the process of extraction has long-lasting negative impacts on the surrounding environment. When gas travels
through fractures in the rock layer above the shale and in to water supplies, it is called gas migration. Storage
of the waste water is currently under the regulatory jurisdiction of states, many of whom have weak to
nonexistent policies protecting the environment.


