
LUCY CALKINS WRITING UNITS OF STUDY

Lucy Calkins Units of Study Series for teaching reading and teaching writing from the Teachers College Reading and
Writing Project.

Series Components Units of Study Grades Kâ€”2 include one foundational unit and three other units to
address reading fiction and informational texts. We want our middle grades students to become flexible,
resilient readers who read for pleasure as well as for academic purposes. Readers need a balanced approach to
language arts, one that includes a responsible approach to the teaching of writing as well as reading. Readers
need opportunities to talk and sometimes to write in response to texts. Available for separate purchaseâ€”ideal
for administrators and coaches who are supporting implementation of Units of Study. Writing Pathways:
Performance Assessments and Learning Progressions A powerful assessment system offering learning
progressions, performance assessments, student checklists, rubrics, and leveled writing exemplars.
Grade-Level Video Orientations In these video courses, Lucy Calkins and her colleagues provide an overview
of the units along with tips and guidelines to help teachers get off to a good start. Students who read a great
deal of nonfiction gain knowledge about the world as well as about vocabulary. Readers need opportunities to
talk and sometimes to write in response to texts. A mountain of research supports the notion that teachers who
teach reading successfully provide their students with substantial time for actual reading. Writing Pathways:
Performance Assessments and Learning Progressions A powerful assessment system offering learning
progressions, performance assessments, student checklists, rubrics, and leveled writing exemplars. Teachers
can find ways to scaffold instruction to provide students with access to these texts when they cannot read them
independently. Trade Book Packs recommended optional purchase Used as demonstration texts for teachers to
model the skills and strategies students will try. Readers need teachers to read aloud to them. To read more
about how you can work with colleagues to articulate the vision guiding reading instruction at your school,
download the sample chapter for your grade level, excerpted from A Guide to the Reading Workshop Primary,
Intermediate, and Middle School Grades. The easiest way to support investment in writing is to teach children
to choose their own topics most of the time. Online Resources A treasure chest of resources, including
bibliographies, short texts, reproducible checklists, pre- and post-assessments, homework, mentor texts,
videos, and Web links. Students deserve the opportunity and instruction necessary for them to cycle through
the writing process as they write: rehearsing, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing their writing.
Instruction mattersâ€”and this includes instruction in spelling and conventions, as well as in the qualities and
strategies of good writing. Children deserve to be explicitly taught how to write. Students who read a great
deal of nonfiction gain knowledge about the world as well as about vocabulary. Readers need long stretches of
time to read. They need opportunities to consolidate skills so they can use skills and strategies with
automaticity within fluid, engaged reading. They need to hear ways their reading and writing is getting better
and to know what their next steps might be. Students deserve clear goals and frequent feedback. Readers need
support reading nonfiction books and building a knowledge base and academic vocabulary through
information reading. Learners need teachers who demonstrate what it means to live richly literate lives,
wearing a love of reading on their sleeves. Pressley and his colleagues conducted research in balanced literacy,
seeking out examples of exemplary teaching in the primary grades and studying the approach to instruction.
Proven Tools and Methods It is an understatement to say these units have been piloted many times. Teachers
can find ways to scaffold instruction to provide students with access to these texts when they cannot read them
independently.


