
SOFT AND HARD POWER

Soft power is the ability to attract and co-opt, rather than coerce (hard power). Soft power is the ability to shape the
preferences of others through appeal and.

Eric Li is a venture capitalist and political scientist in Shanghai. Soft power reads well on paper, but its
dependence on persuasion makes it largely inconsequential in the world of geopolitics, whereas hard power
dictates reality and the course of events. After the United States won the Cold War, American liberalism had
unparalleled appeal around the world. This attractiveness assures peace and safety among European states and
the process of EU enlargement further strengthens its position at the global level. So far, such revolts have
resulted in anti-liberal governing majorities in Austria, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Italy, Poland, and the
United Statesâ€”and that is just among developed countries. New York: Public Affairs. Brazil was of interest
to the U. Hard Power, Soft Power reconsidered. Gallarotti, G. It was behind numerous color revolutions that
overthrew governments and dismembered states. Many states now enact soft power rather than hard in its
external relations. True Strength Traditionally, hard power includes things like geography, natural resources
and military might. Smith-Windsor, B. In the process of doing so, it lifted million people out of poverty. There
are also small hard powers. This discussion also includes examples for the use of smart power. It is on this
dimension that one might construct a normative preference for greater use of soft power. The use of armed
forces is, according to him, therefore not to be seen at the hard power pole of the hard-soft-power continuum.
In: D. Neorealist and other rationalist and neorationalist authors with the exception of Stephen Walt dismiss
soft power out of hand as they assert that actors in international relations respond to only two types of
incentives: economic incentives and force. Until recently, in other words, it really did look as if the 21st
century would belong to the United States, the West, and their global soft power empire. In both cases, the
United States and Europe were left worse off. Though military and economic force was not used to pressure
other states to join its coalition, a kind of force â€” representational force â€” was used. Such achievements
could be the content of a new kind of soft power. In these areas, the world would want to be like the United
States. Hackbarth, J. Soft power consists of components like technology, education, culture and economic ties.
In contrast, soft power takes relatively long to build as its intangible resources develop over a long period of
time. But it was not to be so. The world should embrace it. In soft power terms, China did not agree to want
what the West wantedâ€”culturally, ideologically, or institutionally. The fourth problem is that soft power is
actually very fragile and easily turned. We can count the number of missiles and tanks and troops.


