
HOW TO WRITE AN INTRODUCTION APA STYLE

The acronym APA refers to the American Psychological Association (APA) and is important in determining an assigned
writing style. APA format.

See the APA manual. In the introduction, explain the significance of the study within the paper. Be careful
about citing your sources see APA manual. Why should it matter to your reader? All rights reserved. Use
leading statements, such as, "The evidence suggests Format Write your APA paper in the past tense, unless
you're referring to common knowledge or established proven facts. Your procedure should be as brief and
concise as possible. Also, be sure to include the relevant means and SDs. Do describe the trends shown in the
figure. As you are introducing your topic, consider what makes it important? Intergroup relations. Email
Address There was an error. Remember that your audience is the broader scientific community, not the other
students in your class or your professor. Clearly articulate your side or stance on the argument so that there's
no question in the reader's mind where you stand on the topic. For instance, note how many items were on the
questionnaire, what the response format was e. It may be useful to include a table or figure to represent your
results visually. Begin with the assumption that your results are valid, and explain why they might differ from
others in the literature. Combine information into a longer sentence when possible. What are the limitations of
the study? Psychological Assessment, 21,  Remember that you may present a set of findings either as a table
or as a figure, but not as both. Maintain a working bibliography with all of the sources you might use in your
final paper. Flush right, on same line: page number. Which ones captured your attention right away? Try to
organize it in terms of the ideas rather than who did what when. Look in professional psychology journals for
examples of introductions. If you have created a new instrument, you should attach it as an Appendix. Do not
spend any time interpreting or explaining the results; save that for the Discussion section. The introduction
starts out broad but not too broad! Following the presentation of all the statistics and numbers, be sure to state
the nature of your finding s in words and whether or not they support your hypothesis e. Consider how your
paper fits in with the relevant research on the topic. You may either write the instructions to the participants
verbatim or paraphrase, whichever you deem more appropriate. DO NOT quote from the articles, instead
paraphrase by putting the information in your own words. New York: Random House. Introduce the Topic
Once you are ready to write your introduction, your first task is to provide a brief description of the research
question.


