
A HISTORY OF PROBLEMS IN WEIMAR REPUBLIC

Learn about and revise the problems facing the Weimar Republic with BBC Bitesize GCSE History.

Their economic misery made these groups susceptible to the claims of extremist political parties. Thus,
minority governments were formed that often showed little internal coherence during their brief lives. The
SPD and the Center Party often could agree on questions of foreign policy, such as compliance with the
provisions of the Treaty of Versailles, but split on domestic issues. What role do intellectuals play in a new
democracy? During 13 - 17 March , as a reaction to this, the right-wing nationalist , Dr Wolfgang Kapp led a
Freikorps takeover in Berlin. State-run, public education is free and mandatory for children. Individuals saw
their life savings and their hopes for a comfortable retirement disappear overnight. Wesleyan University. On
October 29, , the U. Germans are still having problems defining who is a German. A nationalist group called
Black Reichswehr rebelled in September. He ordered Ruhr workers back to the factories and replaced the
Mark with a new currency, the American-backed Retenmark. The struggles and even the failures of the
Weimar Republic stand as warning signs and guides for future democracies. To many Germans, it came as an
uninvited guest. Like some on the extreme left, many on the right used violence, either petty and random or
large-scale and concerted, to attain their ends. He argued that they could use nationalism to help to bridge the
huge gaps between the classes in Germany. Once it became law, Hitler was free to legislate as he saw fit and
establish his dictatorship without any checks and balances. The military had refused to intervene, although it
did brutally suppress some Communist-inspired uprisings shortly thereafter. As a counterweight to the
Reichstag, the president , as the chief executive, was endowed with strong powers. Representatives of the
people must be elected equally every four years by all men and women over age  All Germans have the right
to peaceful assembly. Out of a total population of 60 million Germans, two million young men between the
ages of 18 and 34 had been killed in World War I and another two million had been so severely physically or
mentally injured that they could play little role in governance. The fourteen years of the Weimar Republic
were a way station on the road to genocide, and yet they also witnessed the struggle of many decent, sincere
people to create a just and humane society in a time of great artistic creativity.


