
WRITING ACROSS THE CURRICULUM DEFINED

Writing across the curriculum (WAC) is a movement within contemporary composition studies In , Thaiss and Porter
defined WAC as "a program or initiative used to 'assist teachers across disciplines in using student writing as an .

WAC is defined by its decentered pedagogy, moving away from the lecture mode of teaching to a model of
active student engagement. We communicate through the written word on a daily basis via email and text. The
goal is for all children to become self-directed learners that are adept at researching and writing about! A
recent study suggests that more than half of the institutions of higher education in the U. Check out our
collection of free writing across the curriculum resources! Writing is one way to do this. Elmborg's work on
information literacy and WAC [44] summarizes Walvoord's characteristics of creating a WAC program as:
Including colleagues from various disciplines, including teaching assistants and students, as they will all be
affected by the WAC program the most. The WAC director, at most universities, is a tenure-track professor.
Within a very short amount a time, students are expected to learn how to proficiently write for disciplines all
across the board. Not every major is the same, and there were some differences, the courses offered individual
"work guides" for students so that they could focus more in-depth on writing in the discipline. One way to do
this is to assign students writing assignments that include their viewpoints on how the article could be used in
more than one subject. Because the goal of writing to learn exercises is learning rather than a finished writing
product, instructors are discouraged from paying attention to grammar and surface mechanics. Integrating the
WEC model is anticipated to show improvements in writing instruction at a rate that would meet faculty
expectations. What is learned in one course can carry on to other courses. Journalists in all fields write articles.
This product-oriented, skills-focused paradigm of writing pedagogy began to change in the s with the
popularization of James Britton and colleagues' expressivist school of composition, which said that students
benefited from writing as a tool for self-expression and that focusing on technical correctness was damaging.
The outlining of plans is attempted through collaborative discussions between numerous departmental faculty
and specialists in both writing and assessment and the consideration of previous attempts at effective writing
instruction. Short writing is going to be as important as long writing with the Common Core Standards.
Writing helps teachers monitor student progress and gauge their strengths and weaknesses. Writing across the
curriculum is a wonderful way to get kids writing and learning in bigger, better, deeper ways. In preparing an
essay written across the curriculum the student would answer the questions and even more to determine how
the key points affect different subjects. As a result, many WAC programs including "the Berks WAC
program" focus on providing resources, training, and support for faculty who wish to develop the quality and
quantity of writing in the courses they teach. Writing Across the Curriculum Benefits Teachers As daunting as
writing across the curriculum may sound to some teachers, there are a lot of positive things about
incorporating writing into your lesson plans! How does this affect society? Questions such as those used above
can be used in analyzing and criticizing the article. Instructors want to challenge students to analyze and
process what they read. Reading actively means looking at all the visuals, headings, and all the text.
Writing-Enriched Curriculum[ edit ] Writing-Enriched Curriculum or WEC is a movement that scholars have
recently started to implement in university programs across the U. Many articles often have key points that can
be used in other fields of knowledge. Those discussions led to the articulation of learning outcomes for both
writing and oral communication. This means that the burden of literacy will shift to the entire teaching staff.
And districts all over the country are adjusting their curriculums to meet the challenge. The different models
for teaching WID classes are the following: 1 The English or Writing department faculty teaches writing
courses focused on individual disciplines. One way to get students to read this way is to teach them to ask
questions about an article looking at what they read in more than one way.


